
 

Dear PLAY Foundation members and friends, 

Welcome to the 2020 PLAY Foundation Annual Essay Contest! Please pay attention to all 
requirements below: 

• Due date: 11:59 PM August 16th, 2020 

• Submit to PlayYouthEssayContest@gmail.com 

• 250 words minimum, 1000 words maximum, in English and typed 

• Essays must be original, unpublished and written by one person 

• Must include a cover page with the following required information: 
o Essay Title 
o Word Count 
o Age Category (High school or Middle school) 
o Name of the school, Grade (in the upcoming school year) 
o Full name, Email, Phone Number (optional, but preferred in case you win the contest) 

Please choose ONE out of six topics listed below and argue for which side of the issue YOU think is most persuasive. 
Discuss your perspectives by using relevant evidence and philosophy. 

Topic 1:                                                                                                                                                                                            

Many countries in the world, such as China, Japan, India, and South Korea have a college entrance exam. Should U.S. 
universities implement a college examination to determine a student’s acceptance?  

Topic 2:                                                                                                                                                                                            

Is democracy truly the best form of governance? Define “best” and argue for your ideal political structure. 

Topic 3:                                                                                                                                                                                            

Is technological progress inevitable? Discuss in context of both past developments and future advancements. 

Topic 4:                                                                                                                                                                                              

Should schools reopen in the fall? If they do, what would it look like? How should schools implement health and safety 
measures while maintaining high educational standards? 

Topic 5:                                                                                                                                                                                           

In your opinion, what is the most important political issue that candidates should address in the upcoming election and 
why? (including but not limited to: climate change, healthcare, gun control, immigration, economy, etc) 

Topic 6:                                                                                                                                                                                           

Given the increasing privatization of the space industry, do you think that the colonization of Mars is a possibility in the 
near future? Should this happen? If you were part of the initial expedition to Mars, how would you create an entirely 
new world? 

The evaluation of the essays will be split into 2 categories:  1) Grade 6-8th grade & 2) Grade 9-12th grade 

By submitting your essay, you are granting permission to PLAY Foundation to publish your work. Late submissions, 
submissions without a cover page and/or not fulfilling the above guidelines will also not be considered. 

All participants are invited to PLAY's award ceremony (likely to be held online this year). In the past four years, we 
invited and will continue to invite community, political and/or business leaders to present the award this year. 

Thanks for your participation & Good luck! 

Brian Fu & Andrew Wang, Co-President                                                                                                                                                                               
PLAY Foundation Operating Team                                                                                                           http://www.PlayYouth.org 
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