National Service Honor
Application Guide

Eligibility

Individuals that meet the criteria are eligible for the National Service Honor.

e Recipient(s) must be a United States citizen or a lawfully admitted permanent resident of
the United States.

® Recipient(s) must be a registered PLAY Foundation member (join us at
playyouth.org/join-us.html).

® Awards are issued for service hours served between Aug 17, 2025 - Aug 16, 2026.

e Awards are issued for volunteer service only; additional levels of participation with the
organization (i.e., charitable support) are not a factor considered for the award.

e Court-ordered community service does not qualify for the award.

e Recipient(s) must fulfill a minimum volunteer hours in PLAY Foundation organized
volunteer events for the corresponding award.

e Application deadline is Aug 31, 2026. Applications must be submitted by the deadline.

Requirements

Hours are measured over a 12-month period and awards are designated based on cumulative
hours. The awards are offered in multiple levels and are designed to recognize each milestone of
your service achievement. Levels include bronze, silver, and gold. Candidates can volunteer in
PLAY Foundation and outside of PLAY Foundation, but must meet both minimum volunteer hours
in PLAY Foundation and total hours by award. For example: a teen with 50 hrs in PLAY but
accumulated 110 hrs (PLAY hrs + Other Service Hrs) can apply for a Gold Award.


http://playyouth.org/join-us.html

Requirements of total volunteer hours

Bronze Silver Gold
Kids (5-10) 26-49 50- 74 75+
Teens (11-15) 50-74 75-99 100+
Young Adults (16-25) [ 100-174 175 - 249 250+

Requirements of minimum hours from volunteer events organized by PLAY Foundation

Bronze Silver Gold
Kids (5-10) 40% of total hours 40% of total hours 40% of total hours
Teens (11-15) 40% of total hours 40% of total hours 40% of total hours

Young Adults (16-25) | 40% of total hours 40% of total hours 40% of total hours

Below is summary of requirements:

1.

2.

The volunteer service period for the 2026 award is from August 17, 2025, to August 16,
2026.

Applications submitted through the PLAY Foundation must have at least 40% of the total
reported volunteer hours coming from activities organized by the PLAY Foundation.

In the “Date” column of the volunteer application form, you must list a single date (e.g.,
10/1/2025). Date ranges (e.g., 10/1/25—-10/15/25) will not be accepted.

For travel time to and from any event, hours should be recorded based on actual time
spent, but no more than 3 hours may be claimed.

For PLAY Foundation activities, the signature verifying volunteer hours must come from
an adult of age 21 or older (typically the parent of the event organizer). The event
organizer’s own volunteer hours cannot be signed off by their own relatives, but the
President’s parents. Presidents should get signatures from the former Presidents’
parents or the current parent board members for organization-wise volunteer hours.

For non-PLAY-Foundation volunteer hours, the verification must be signed by an adult of
age 21 or older. The PLAY Foundation will verify the identity of the external signatory
and the reported hours. The Foundation reserves the right to reject any
non-PLAY-Foundation volunteer hours that are unclear or questionable.

All signatures should be hand written. We do not accept any type-in style signature.



Application Submission

1.

Once all signatures are gathered in the Application Form, email the Application Form to
play.foundation.awards@gmail.com. Please include “<NSH>-<your name>-<subgroup
name>" as part of the subject. The subgroup name is one of the PLAY Foundation
subgroups or projects.

Please pay $20 on Zelle playyouth.org@gmail.com or Venmo @PLAY-Foundation, and
remember to write <NSH>-<your name> in the memo. In the email, please attach the
proof of payment.

If you have multiple volunteer hour tracking forms, please scan and combine all hour
tracking forms into - PDF. Send all your application materials in- email please,
as we won'’t be able to track your individual forms. In case of corrections, please
re-submit the entire application package in one new email. Submissions that do not
comply with the rules may experience processing delays.

Deadline

Submission before 08/31/2026. We encourage you to submit your application as soon
as possible to allow time for any necessary updates.
Award Date (TBD)
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